
2021 Guidelines 

Nie Young Artist Scholarship Competition 

 

 

The 2021 edition of the Nie Young Artist Scholarship Competition will include a few changes 

and additions.  We learned from teachers, judges, students and other observers that there is a 

wish for a more structured set of rules and guidelines with regard to the repertoire, in order to 

make the competition a more satisfying experience for all.  Therefore, after much forethought 

and with consultation with judges and teachers, we offer a new set of guidelines. 

 

The first change is that the participant is now required to perform two works rather than only 

one, as previously required.  The first work is a required composition from the short list of 

required works the Scholarship Committee has chosen.  The second composition is a choice 

work that contrasts with the required composition either in musical style, rhythm or 

compositional period.  Neither composition needs to be memorized. 

 

The second change is the addition of a fourth category.  There will still be three standard 

classifications: Elementary, Intermediate and Advanced.  To accommodate students who are at 

the precollegiate level we offer a separate category of Advanced Collegiate.  One qualifies for 

each category by the choice of the required composition within the specified category.  In the 

Advanced Collegiate the requirement is to be able to perform a work in the Baroque Era plus a 

work of her/his choice.  (The work MUST show the quality of music that befits the category.) 

 

There will be two prizes awarded for each of the categories: The Winner and the Honorable 

Mention.  Should the judges view that a standard of performance has not been reached then 

prizes may not be awarded within each category.  Due to the structure of this competition 

being divided between Bowed-strings and Piano, it is possible for a participant to attempt 

on both instruments.  However, it is not allowed for the participant to enter into two 

categories within the same instrument.  (Due to the limitation of this competition, piano 

concerti are not allowed.) 

 

Important Dates: 

 

The date of the competition will be on Saturday, January 23, 2021.  The location, for the 

moment, remains The Hendricks Center for the Arts (409 Pleasant Street in Beloit.).  [Please see 

Guideline appendix located at the end.]. The Winners and Honorable Mention Concert will be on 

February 14, 2021 at the First Congregational Church (801 Bushnell in Beloit.) 

 

The application and the $25 fee must be postmarked by Friday, January 8, 2021.  This will give 

the Repertoire Committee time to review all submitted applications and provide needed response 

should there be any possible questions.  The scheduling will be emailed by Monday or 

Tuesday—January 19 or 20—to inform the participant of the time of their audition. 

 

 

Other information: 

 

The participant is required to have two copies of the works performed for the judges.  (One may 

offer copies.  Please realize that the copies will be taken and disposed of to comply with 

copyright law.) The participant is also responsible for her/his accompanist.  No solo 

performances are allowed in the audition should the music chosen require accompaniment. 

 

 



 

Prizes awarded in each category: 

 

 

Elementary: 

 Winner--    $150.00 

 Honorable Mention --$  75.00 

 

Intermediate: 

 Winner--    $250.00 

 Honorable Mention --$125.00 

 

Advanced: 

 Winner  --$500.00 

 Honorable Mention --$250.00 

 

Advanced Collegiate: 

 Winner  --$700.00 

 Honorable Mention --$350.00 

 

 

Appendix 

 

For the 2021 edition of the Nie Scholarship Competition, and due to the continuing pandemic 

situation, the Board of Directors and the Nie Scholarship Committee are instituting the following 

new guidelines: 

 

Plan A: 

 

The 2021 competition will be an in-person event with the following stipulations: 

  

 a) Masks and social distance will be strictly enforced. 

 

 b) The number of individuals present shall be limited to the participant, one parent, and 

the accompanist—should there be one.  

 

 c) Please arrive 10 minutes before your assigned audition time warmed up and ready to 

go, to prevent too many people gathering at the competition venue. 

 

 d) Upon completion of the audition please exit the venue to minimize contact with others. 

You will be notified of the results within 48 hours by a member of the Scholarship Committee. 

 

  

 

Plan B: (The move to this option will be determined by December 15.) 

 

If the pandemic persists or escalates then the Nie Scholarship Competition will move to an all 

video submission competition.  The deadline for video submission will be Thursday, January 21. 

 

Video submissions can be created in the following manner: 

 

 a) Use a good quality phone to make the video. 



 

 b) Use a camcorder that is of decent quality 

 

 c) If you do not have either of those options available, please contact Dr. Ian Nie, 

scholarship director, as soon as possible to make an appointment to make your recording at his 

studio in Beloit. 

 

Videos are not to be edited or engineered for sound quality prior to submission.  Any videos that 

are submitted with editing will be disqualified. 

 

Judges will meet on the date of the competition to view the video entries and determine the 

winners in each category. 

 

The Winners Concert will be at First Congregational church of Beloit on Sunday, February 14 at 

3:00 PM.  There may be a possibility that the concert will be held without audience but Live 

Streamed on Facebook. 


